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Please complete each question below, following the instructions provided. Leave the instructions in the document and enter your responses in the space provided. 

Your Name:


1. Your research project topic:


2. Brief overview of topic: This should include information specific to the population, setting, or challenge addressed in your topic.


3. Your research question(s) (remember, this should be relevant to ABA and clearly stated): 


4. Brief literature review:
Summarize 5–8 articles related to your topic that set the stage for your review. This is a brief overview literature review. This should include a general overview of recent peer-reviewed journal articles published within the last five years. These articles may also be included in the remainder of your data collection from existing literature.

Each article should directly contribute empirical evidence that significantly contributes insight into your research question. Articles should also not include other systematic literature reviews or meta-analyses unless you are specifically extending an already existing review in a significant way. Include the following in your empirical article summary paragraphs: 
a. Use correct APA Style, paragraph format, correct grammar, and standard English. 
b. Paragraphs should begin with the names of the article’s authors. For example: Nylen and King (2024) found that…or Nylen and King (2024) studied…, etc.
c. Touch on the following in your summary paragraph(s): 
i. 
ii. A description of the researcher’s (s) aim in conducting the study. Identify their main study variables (define these as needed).
iii. Participant information (such as the number of participants studied, their gender, ages, ethnic backgrounds, or other important characteristics such as diagnoses or behaviors).
iv. Methods used in the study (specify relevant information such as experimental designs and interventions, procedures, settings, or other relevant methods information).
v. Results: Describe the main results the authors found. You can describe the results in words, data (e.g., percentages), or both. Explain the implications of the findings.


5. [bookmark: _vx7also8ipzf]Context: Explain briefly how the information in your literature review above directly relates to the topic of your project. How does your specific topic grow out of this information? Will your project expand on it? Does it answer a question that remains unanswered in the existing literature? Does it fill a gap within the existing literature?

6. Rationale: Explain why a systematic review on this topic is necessary (this could include, but is not limited to, inconsistencies in current research findings, gaps in the research, conflicting information, or a lack of reviews in the area of interest). Explain the significance of your topic to the field. 

7. Purpose: Discuss the specific objectives of your systematic literature review, such as identifying gaps, summarizing findings, or recommendations for future research.

8. Data source checklist: Identify how you will locate data sources for your project by completing the checklist below. 
Data sources will include empirical research and existing peer-reviewed journal articles only. No data will be collected directly from human subjects. Please initial each item below to indicate your confirmation:
a) I have reviewed and understand the steps involved in conducting a systematic literature. 
INITIAL HERE (electronically): 
b) I have conducted a preliminary search for the research literature and am confident that at least 20 empirical articles will be available for the systematic review. INITIAL HERE (electronically): 
c) I conducted an initial review of the literature to ensure that a systematic literature review for my topic has not already been published. (Please note that a replication of an existing systematic literature review is not allowed. You can, however, expand on or address a new focus within an area already studied.) 
INITIAL HERE (electronically): 
d) There is a distinct need for conducting a systematic review on this topic (e.g., no recent meta-analyses in this area, inconsistencies in the research findings, gaps in the research, other researchers are calling for a systematic review, etc.). INITIAL HERE (electronically): 





9. Overview of methods: Briefly describe your overall methods. Then include information on the subheadings below.
a. Search strategy: Include the type of articles you will collect, databases you will use to search, keywords, and overall methods.
b. Screening and selection methods: How specifically will you determine if an article meets the inclusion/exclusion criteria and is relevant to the topic, for instance, will you scan or review abstracts? Will you review the results of studies initially to screen articles? How, specifically, will you assess the quality of articles?
c. Data extraction plan: Outlining specific information you will pull from each article to later analyze and answer your research question.
d. Data analysis plan: General plan for analyzing the data you extract from your articles.

10. Reference list: Present your overview literature review reference list in APA Style format. Your reference list should include 5–8 empirical, peer-reviewed journal articles published within the last five years. You will continue to build this list when you gather articles for data collection.
