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[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Abstract
· A concise, self-contained summary of the entire research project, typically ranging from 150 to 250 words. It provides a snapshot of the study's purpose, methods, participants, key results, and implications, allowing readers to determine the relevance of the work without reading the full paper
Running Head
· The running head is written in all capital letters. The running head should either be identical to the paper’s title, or a shortened form of the title that conveys the same idea. However, running heads should not exceed 50 characters (including spaces and punctuation).


Title of Graduate Research Project  
This is your introduction and should address the following (do not include bulleted points in your final paper — simply use them to guide your content):
· Background information: Provide a brief overview of the topic. This can include information specific to the population, setting, or challenge addressed in your topic.
· Context: Summarize 5–8 articles related to your topic that set the stage for your review. This is a brief overview literature review. This should include a general overview of recent peer-reviewed journal articles published within the last five years. These articles may also be included in the remainder of your data collection from existing literature.
· Rationale: Explain why a systematic review on this topic is necessary (this could include, but is not limited to, inconsistencies in current research findings, gaps in the research, conflicting information, or a lack of reviews in the area of interest). Explain the significance of your topic to the field. 
· Research question: Clearly state the specific research question(s) your systematic literature review plans to address. These should guide your entire review process.
· Purpose: Discuss the specific objectives of your systematic literature review, such as identifying gaps, summarizing findings, or recommendations for future research.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Methods
	Describe your procedure step by step. What exactly will you do? Write this section like a manual. Someone unfamiliar with your research should be able to read this and conduct the research. When you write this, pretend you are training someone else to conduct your study. What do they need to know to do it correctly? This should also include how you will manage the data collected from the articles. 
Below are subheadings to include in order to organize your Methods section.
Search Strategy
Provide a detailed description of how you will identify relevant research studies to include in your systematic literature review. Provide the specific names of the library databases you will search, including keywords and search terms. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.s985re1sympo]Screening and Selection
List any inclusion or exclusion criteria (e.g., gender, age, specific diagnoses, or other conditions). How did you choose studies to include in your data set? Be specific.
[bookmark: _heading=h.a34q5kdhwtfr]Data Extraction
How will you organize your data, and what data do you plan to extract from each article to answer your research question (this may be multiple data points from each study to satisfy the boundaries of your review question)? Be specific about all data you will collect from each article.
Discuss the types of data, such as quantitative, qualitative, or both. Discuss how you will measure reliability.
[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Data Analysis
	In this section, present your data analysis plan. How will you compile and analyze the data collected during your methods? How will you use that data to answer your question? This can be quantitative data (number of articles included, number/types of categories you analyzed, number of studies with specific outcomes, population, setting, etc.), and qualitative measures (such as measures of social significance or similar measures), and some narrative data descriptions. Data should include some descriptive statistical data, such as the mean, median, or mode (this can be related to specific data collected from studies, articles included in your systematic literature review study, or articles that meet certain criteria). It is not required that you use inferential statistics in your data, but you may find that your chosen research question warrants it. Please note that a meta-analysis is not required and would likely be outside of the scope of this project unless you are well-versed in statistical data. You may find it helpful to review the Math Center resources or to meet with a PG math tutor for analysis planning (especially if you plan to do any statistical analysis).

[bookmark: _heading=h.kgfhh7g1cp1u]Results  
	After completing the study and analysis, combine the analysis section with the results section. Describe the general analyses you conducted (using past tense instead of future tense now). Then, describe the results of the analysis, organizing the information in a way that aligns with your research question. Remember that we have math tutors available to assist you with statistical analysis questions. 
Find useful guidelines for ensuring you meet APA Style formatting expectations in the following resources: 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ksv4uv]Use the APA Style Guide on Numbers when reporting numbers, percentages, and other statistics. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.f019yqo3rs5k]Note: You should use figures such as charts, tables, or graphs if it helps you display your data or results. Please make sure you explain them thoroughly in your text and follow APA formatting for these.
Here is an example of how you might organize the section (this will differ depending on your research study):
[bookmark: _heading=h.44sinio]Data Source Characteristics
	Provide a summary of your data source characteristics here. If applicable, include a breakdown of the number of articles that met the eligibility criteria (exclusion and inclusion criteria) and ultimately were included in the study. 
	Describe the data source characteristics as applicable to your study (tables are often useful in displaying these characteristics).
[bookmark: _heading=h.buwzlo1yxj11]Analysis Results
	Provide a summary of your data findings here, highlighting key characteristics such as the study design and any potential biases the study may have introduced. Focus on interpreting the data itself —what do the results show? Avoid discussing the implications or applications of the data at this stage. Review this helpful overview of various analysis techniques for both correlational and experimental studies.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]Discussion & Recommendations
Please review this tutorial before beginning the discussion section: Discussion Section
Here is another useful tutorial: Discussion Phrases Guide
Start with a one-paragraph description regarding how the systematic literature review results answer any research questions initially stated in the introduction. Avoid including numerical information in this section (instead, describe and summarize the findings). 
Include a brief summary of main findings, strengths and limitations (possible sources of bias), and relevant factors to consider. Provide some recommendations for the field of ABA based on your findings.

[bookmark: _heading=h.pzz8bj4vs9iz]Conclusions
Offer a reasoned and justifiable commentary on the importance of the study’s findings with real-world implications, implications for the field, and directions for future researchers. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.3whwml4]References
Use APA Style 7th edition to format your references. 
Should include approximately 30 references 
1. Your reference list should include any and all articles used in your review AND any articles referenced in your paper.
2. Your reference list should also include any sources used for general information in your introduction (such as info related to the overall population or scope of the issue in your review topic, not required, but may be necessary).
3. Do not forget to reference and cite any use of AI tools to help you refine your topic.
a. In-text citation: Mention the AI tool in the text as part of your narrative or in parentheses.
i. Example: Using an AI tool facilitated the development of research questions (OpenAI, 2023).
b. Reference list: Include a full citation in the reference list.
i. Format: Author. (Year). Title of the tool. Website or Publisher. URL
ii. Example: OpenAI. (2023). ChatGPT. https://www.openai.com/chatgpt


 

