

FUNCTIONAL BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT REPORT


	Client: Rocky Ralston
	School: Patrol Elementary

	DOB & Age: 8/03/XX; 9 years, 2 months
	Grade: 3rd 

	Parents: Ryder & Katie Ralston
	Date of Report: 11/06/2015



Presenting Problem: Rocky is currently exhibiting significant challenging behavior such as noncompliance, aggression, and using threatening remarks when at school. His behavior patterns are negatively affecting his ability to fully participate in his academic setting. His parents and teachers have sought an assessment to help identify appropriate supports and to develop treatment strategies. The goal of this assessment specifically was to determine the likely functions of Rocky’s challenging behavior. 

Relevant Background: Rocky currently resides with his mother, father, and older sister. According to his mother, he has had a history of challenges in school beginning in Kindergarten, but these challenges became more significant in 1st grade. He started seeing a play therapist in 1st grade and has worked most recently with a behavior therapist in 2nd grade. Rocky is currently in 3rd grade, and his behavior has recently escalated significantly resulting in multiple suspensions. Rocky has reportedly frequently gotten in trouble at school for being disrespectful to teachers, displaying anger, and using negative statements and threats. His most recent 2-week suspension results from Rocky becoming upset in P.E. class and yelling, “I will get a gun and kill everyone!” It was this incident that prompted Rocky’s mother to contact a BCBA for further behavioral assessments and support.  

Target Behaviors & Operational Definitions:
· Inappropriate Comments: Any instance in which Rocky verbally disrespects others, threatens, screams, or yells directed at another person. Examples: “I am going to kill you,” “This is stupid,” and “Well, that was a big waste of time.” 
· Non-Compliance: Any instance in which Rocky refuses to complete academic tasks or demands within 15 seconds of being provided the direction. Example: Rocky is asked to complete a group activity in school or a writing task and Rocky refuses and states, “This is stupid,” or “I quit”. 
· Physical Aggression: Any instance in which Rocky’s body makes forcible contact with another peer or adult in his environment, including kicks, hits, pinches, throwing objects at another person, scratches, or full-body pushes or shoves. 

Direct Assessments:
	School Observation. The BCBA conducted an in-person observation at Rocky’s school, and the following report was generated from this observation.
Description of Setting: Classroom during independent reading, math group work, recess and snack. Total of 5 boys, 9 girls, 1 teacher and 1 teacher aide. 
Start Time: 8:45 am End Time: 10:30 am 
Summary of Observation: 
Reading: During reading Rocky remained on task for 14 out of 15 minutes observed. He started to look around, reposition himself in his seat and place his head on his desk for a minute then went back to reading to himself. 
Math: While Rocky did not yell or make negative comments, he was observed to be disinterested in what his group mates were doing. The first 15 minutes of group time Rocky spent wandering the room for supplies here and there, not at the request of his group mates but on his own. He was not interacting with the group mates unless it was to tell him his idea. Rocky was away from his group more than with them during this 15-minute period and was asked twice by teachers to find something to do. While wandering, Rocky would often hum melodies and twice picked up objects to hum into as an instrument. A teacher later suggested each boy could independently create their own project then compare with others (they were trying to create a catapult by trial and error). At this point Rocky happily sat in one place on the floor to work on his own creation. He would show his peers what he was doing but never seemed interested in what they were working on. He remained on task for the next 20 minutes working mostly independently. 
Recess: Rocky played soccer with classmates but stayed mostly out of where the most action was. Rocky would make negative comments about peer performance according to the teacher playing goalie. If peers did not perform to his expectations he would make a negative statement about their performance. 
Snack: Continued observations since he seemed agitated after the soccer game. Appeared calm and engaged with peers in conversation over snack. A female classmate did complain to the teacher during snack that Rocky told her she was not allowed to play soccer at recess. 
General Observations: Rocky’s teachers praise his academic ability; he is reading at a 6th or 7th grade level and has no academic concerns whatsoever. He is funny, expressive and a “jokester”. He makes eye contact with peers when getting their attention. He often talks using just noises or sounds. Although peers were observed to do this also, Rocky engaged in this behavior far more than others. Instead of asking for tape Rocky said “badaboy” and pointed to the tape. To get the teacher’s attention to show them his progress he held up his work and said “ah ah ah ah.” He spoke in this “language” more often than not. 
Indirect Assessments:
	Parent Interview. Rocky’s parents were interviewed about his current behavioral difficulties for the purposes of this assessment. Based on their answers and descriptions of his behavior, it appears that Rocky uses threatening language to gain attention, access specific items/activities, and to escape from activities or demands.
	School ABC Data. Rocky’s teacher was asked to collect ABC data on Rocky’s challenging behavior at school. Based on the data collected by his teacher, it appears that Rocky’s physical aggression, emotional outbursts, and verbal threats have multiple functions including gaining attention from teachers and peers, gaining access to specific activities or items that he wants, and to escape certain activities and demands. Specific antecedents to these problematic behaviors included unstructured group time, playing games during recess and P.E., sports with peers, group activities, academic demands and non-preferred academic tasks (e.g., social studies project), and difficult academic tasks (e.g., writing and math). Consequences identified included adult redirection in verbal prompts, peer attention, reprimands, and working by himself.

Hypothesized Function: Rocky’s identified problem behaviors are likely maintained by multiple consequences including attention from adults and peers, access to preferred items/activities, and escape from aversive or non-preferred tasks and demands.
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