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On December 21, 1988, on the last leg of its return to New York, Pan Am Flight 103, a jumbo jet flying six miles
high and filled with 270 holiday travelers and crew, fell out of the sky over Lockerbie, Scotland. The cause—

Click the black dropdown
menu below the banner.

// whether engine failure, collision, structural failure, bomb, etc.—was not immediately known. In a short time
FAA investigators had ruled out structural failure; after several more days of intensive inquiry and forensic

tests on recovered baggage, they concluded that a bomb was responsible for the disaster. The next steps in

the inquiry were focused on: Whose luggage contained the bomb? When was it loaded on the aircraft? Where

was it placed in the plane?

Thousands of interviews were conducted over the next eight months. In addition, more than 800 square miles
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The utility of trace evidence for the criminal investigator is illustrated by the Adolph Coors homicide, a case of
murder and attempted kidnapping. The perpetrator had come to Denver with the fixed purpose of making
himself rich quick. To accomplish this he gave careful thought and much time to devising a plan. After
studying the (illegal) money-making potential of the Denver area, he decided that what he had in mind could
be obtained by abducting the wealthy head of the Coors Brewing Company.

The victim now under his scrutiny had moved with his family from a well-populated suburb to a ranch in the
foothills of the front range, just west of Denver. The site made the kidnapper's strategy clear: he would pose
as a hunter, carry a rifle, and park where he could check on the movements of Coors and his family. This plan
succeeded so well that after a time the family became accustomed to seeing the yellow car; indeed, they took
the stranger for a poacher, scouting out deer. The perpetrator then calculated that his best opportunity would
come when the victim made his customary morning run across the one-lane bridge over the creek. On the
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