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Introductory Paragraph | Unit 2
 
Before you begin bringing order to your essay, read the following guide on the variety of formats or outline structures academic essays can take. These will become more relevant to the Academic Essay Project you will be completing throughout the second half of this course. The three-page persuasive essay you will be completing by the end of Unit 4 will have a standard 5 paragraph format: 

1. Introductory Paragraph, which includes your thesis statement and brief list of your 3 supporting points [Body of Essay]
2. Body Section 1 (supporting point 1)
3. Body Section 2 (supporting point 2)
4. Body Section 3 (supporting point 3) 
5. Conclusive Summary
The introductory paragraph of your persuasive essay should consist of the following:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]A first sentence designed to grab your reader’s attention and introduce the overall topic.
· A specific issue within the topic area that you want to address and a proposed solution or opinion on the issue, an "arguable point" in the form of a thesis statement.
· At least three supporting subtopic points or supporting arguments that you intend to address in the body of your essay
· A concluding sentence that ties up your introduction and sets up the transition to the first body paragraph
· On the sentence-level, your introductory paragraph should contain unity, clarity, coherence, emphasis, and correct grammar 




Introductory Paragraph Criteria: 

· Viewpoint and purpose should be clearly established and sustained.
· Assignment should follow the conventions of Standard American English (correct grammar, punctuation, etc.) that fully supports the content
· Writing should be well ordered, logical, and unified, as well as original and insightful
· Your work should display superior content, organization, style, and mechanics
· Appropriate citation style should be followed
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