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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION
	Develop an introduction to the research proposal. Identify the study topic/problem and where the issue is occurring, highlighting key information and examples to illustrate the applied research problem. 
Background
	Provide a background discussion of the topic to be addressed. Discuss the problem that is occurring and the homeland security or emergency management organization where the study will take place. This section educates the reader regarding the topic. It provides a historical, social, and theoretical context related to the problem (thus, you may want to organize this section using these three level 2 headings). This section must provide the reader with an overview of the topic, problem, and the organization where the research will take place. Include citations from scholarly sources to support your content. 
Problem Statement
	Develop a concise problem statement (one or two paragraphs) that clearly states the problem to be addressed by conducting the research. This section must begin with, “The problem to be addressed is…” Include citations demonstrating that the problem exists, and that research is needed to address the problem. State how the proposed study will be conducted: What the problem is, why it is a problem, where specifically the problem is occurring, who/what will be studied, and over what time (when) will the study be conducted. The study must meet the SMART criteria: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-Bound. Introduce the general problem needing research, including relevant/recent statistics on the issue. Summarize the recent research on the problem. Explain how/why the current research is deficient or falls short to address the problem. Include citations from scholarly sources to support your content.
Purpose Statement
	This section must begin with “The purpose of this study is…” Describe the purpose of the research (exploration, description, explanation, and/or evaluation) and the study objectives. Note that the purpose statement does not state the problem or issue being studied, but rather what the study will accomplish if conducted. Identify the problem and/or gap in practice, identify site/setting and stakeholders, and discuss how the proposed research can help formulate a solution to address the problem. 
	Although brief in nature, the problem of the study and the purpose statement are two very important aspects of the proposal. These statements identify the goal of the research and support the importance of the study. All preceding writing within your proposal should funnel into the problem and purpose statements, and all proceeding aspects of the proposal should align with, support, and further expand upon the problem and purpose statements.
Research Questions/Hypotheses
	Discuss how the research questions were developed for the study. Note that research questions must be open-ended and not answerable with a yes/no response. The proposed research questions should be derived from the problem and purpose statements. A well-written research question is feasible, clear, significant, and ethical. For quantitative studies, there must be a corresponding hypothesis for each research question. Introduce the research questions (and hypotheses if applicable) and then list them as follows: “The following research [and hypotheses] questions were developed to guide the study…” If hypotheses are included, they must state a relationship (predicted outcome) between the variables to be measured and analyzed. 
	RQ1:
	[H1:]
	RQ2: 
	[H2:]
	RQ3:
	[H3]:
Summary
	Develop a summary of the previous sections, which comprise the introduction to the proposed study. Highlight the main points from the previous sections and develop a transition into the next section, which is the review of literature. 
SECTION 2: REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
	Develop an introduction to the review of the literature. The review of literature provides the necessary context for the proposed research, discussing relevant, timely research on the topic, and synthesizing it into a cohesive summary of existing knowledge in the field. This further supports the need for the proposed study.
Theoretical Considerations
Discuss theoretical considerations relevant to the topic and proposed study, identifying two published homeland security or emergency management theories and two published organizational behavior/management theories that will be used as the theoretical framework to guide the study. Describe each of the theories and discuss how each will contribute to conducting the study in the selected organization and interpreting the results of the study. Include citations from scholarly sources to support your content. Utilize level 2 headings to separate your discussion of the selected theories. 
Review of Literature
	Include a minimum of eight original peer-reviewed research studies relevant to the topic, conducted in the United States, and published within the past five years. A minimum of five studies must come from homeland security or emergency management journals. Summarize the results of the studies and compare these to the larger body of research on the topic. This must be a synthesized discussion of the literature organized by subtopics and trends (use the level 2 theme headings below), rather than a review of each source one by one as this is not meant to be an annotated bibliography. Include citations from scholarly sources to support your content throughout the literature review. Remember the objective is not solely summarize articles but rather ground your research proposal in the related literature and provide a clear theoretical approach that articulates the purpose of the study. 
Theme 
	Change the heading from “theme” to your actual identified themes based on your analysis. You may add more themes/headings as needed. 
Theme
Theme
Summary
	Synthesize the main points from the review of literature into a summary of what is known and what is not known from existing literature. This summary should also capture how the proposed study can specifically address the problem. Keep in mind that what is not known should provide support for the proposed study.
SECTION 3: METHODOLOGY
	Develop an introduction to Section 2 of the capstone project. Clearly and concisely describe the contents and organization of the chapter using future tense. The purpose of this section is to present the research design, procedures, expected results, and ethical considerations in your research study. Provide the reader with the details of what will occur during the execution of research. Descriptions in this section should be comprehensive and in sufficient detail as to permit the replication of the study.
Method and Design
	Describe whether the study methodology will be qualitative, quantitative, or mixed method. Explain the rationale for this choice, describing why it is the most appropriate methodology for the study. Describe the research design and why it is the most appropriate for studying the problem. Describe the approach to the time dimension of research (cross-sectional or longitudinal, retrospective, or prospective), including rationale for these selections. Include citations from scholarly and methodological sources to support your content. 
[bookmark: _Toc11934579]Setting
[bookmark: _Toc316543052]In this section, the setting (or the site) of the study should be described in detail (e.g., geographic location, organization, etc.). It is important to provide a rationale for the site selection. Only important features which have bearing on the present study should be included. The following questions should be addressed: How and why was this setting (site) chosen for this study? What does the organization look like with regards to leadership, organizational structure, population, etc.? 
Population and Sample
Explain the population from which to select the study sample. Identify the specific type of probability or non-probability sampling that will be used, providing rationale for why this is the most appropriate type of sampling for the study. Identify the expected sample size, including support for why it is an appropriate sample for the selected method and design. Include citations from scholarly and methodological sources to support your content. 
Research Process
	Describe the research process for the proposed study. This must be a detailed and supported description of each aspect of conducting the study. After reading this section, one should be able to conduct a near replication of the proposed study. Content must appear in the order in which the process will occur, beginning with site permission and participant recruitment, and how data will be collected and analyzed. The research process must demonstrate alignment with the selected research methodology and design and adhere to the principles of applied research. Include citations from scholarly and methodological sources to support your content. 
Ethical Considerations
	Discuss the ethical issues that must be addressed before conducting the proposed study. Such issues include but are not limited to honesty, confidentiality, carefulness, objectivity, and respect for intellectual property, openness, and human subject considerations. Describe how the protection of any human subjects and confidentiality of data will be maintained for the proposed study, including the ensuring informed consent and voluntary participation of all study participants. Include citations from scholarly and methodological sources to support your content. 
Summary
	Develop a summary of the proposed methodology sections, highlighting the primary components of the study.
SECTION 4: EXPECTED RESULTS
	Develop an introduction to the expected results section. This section includes the expected results and a discussion of the practical implications and applications expected from the study. It also includes a discussion of how the study results could be used to provide practitioners and policy makers with recommendations. 
Expected Results
Discuss the specific outcomes or measures that are expected from conducting the study, and to whom/what the outcomes would apply. The expected results should directly align with the problem statement, research questions/hypotheses, and the research process. This section provides critical content to support the need for the proposed study and to demonstrate the expected outcomes if the study were to be conducted. Discuss how the study results would likely contribute to existing gaps in the literature.
Practical Implications and Recommendations
Discuss the practical implications and applications of the expected results, and how these could be used to provide recommendations to practitioners and policymakers within the study setting. Include citations from scholarly and methodological sources to support your content. 
Conclusion
	Develop a conclusion to the research proposal in addition to reiterating what you consider to be the one or two most important take-aways from the expected results of the research.
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