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Education Policy [For example, implementation of Common Core] 
 

Notable Supreme Court Cases Description 
Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 
 

“This case was the consolidation of cases arising in Kansas, South Carolina, Virginia, Delaware, and 
Washington D.C. relating to the segregation of public schools on the basis of race. In each of the cases, 
African American students had been denied admittance to certain public schools based on laws 
allowing public education to be segregated by race. They argued that such segregation violated the 
Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. The plaintiffs were denied relief in the lower 
courts based on Plessy v. Ferguson, which held that racially segregated public facilities were legal so 
long as the facilities for blacks and whites were equal.” (Oyez, n.d.) 

Engel v. Vitale (1962) 
 

“The New York State Board of Regents authorized a short, voluntary prayer for recitation at the start of 
each school day. A group of organizations joined forces in challenging the prayer, claiming that it 
violated the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment. The New York Court of Appeals rejected 
their arguments.” (Oyez, n.d.) 

Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972) “Jonas Yoder and Wallace Miller, both members of the Old Order Amish religion, and Adin Yutzy, a 
member of the Conservative Amish Mennonite Church, were prosecuted under a Wisconsin law that 
required all children to attend public schools until age 16. The three parents refused to send their 
children to such schools after the eighth grade, arguing that high school attendance was contrary to 
their religious beliefs.” (Oyez, n.d.) 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/347us483
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1961/468
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1971/70-110
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San Antonio Independent School 
District v. Rodriguez (1973) 
 

“In addition to being funded through a state-funded program designed to establish a minimum 
educational threshold in every school, Texas public elementary and secondary schools rely on local 
property taxes for supplemental revenue. Rodriguez, acting on behalf of students whose families 
reside in poor districts, challenged this funding scheme by arguing that it underprivileged such 
students because their schools lacked the vast property tax base that other districts utilized. The 
reliance on assessable property, the school districts claimed, caused severe inter-district disparities in 
per-pupil expenditures.” (Oyez, n.d.) 

Regents of the University of 
California v. Bakke (1978) 
 

“Allan Bakke, a thirty-five-year-old white man, had twice applied for admission to the University of 
California Medical School at Davis. He was rejected both times. The school reserved sixteen places in 
each entering class of one hundred for "qualified" minorities, as part of the university's affirmative 
action program, in an effort to redress longstanding, unfair minority exclusions from the medical 
profession. Bakke's qualifications (college GPA and test scores) exceeded those of any of the minority 
students admitted in the two years Bakke's applications were rejected. Bakke contended, first in the 
California courts, then in the Supreme Court, that he was excluded from admission solely on the basis 
of race.” (Oyez, n.d.) 

Board of Education of Independent 
School District #92 of Pottawatomie 
County v. Earls (2002) 
 

“The Student Activities Drug Testing Policy adopted by the Tecumseh, Oklahoma School District (School 
District) requires all middle and high school students to consent to urinalysis testing for drugs in order 
to participate in any extracurricular activity. Two Tecumseh High School students and their parents 
brought suit, alleging that the policy violates the Fourth Amendment. The District Court granted the 
School District summary judgment. In reversing, the Court of Appeals held that the policy violated the 
Fourth Amendment. The appellate court concluded that before imposing a suspicionless drug-testing 
program a school must demonstrate some identifiable drug abuse problem among a sufficient number 
of those tested, such that testing that group will actually redress its drug problem, which the School 
District had failed to demonstrate.” (Oyez, n.d.) 

 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1972/71-1332
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1972/71-1332
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1979/76-811
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1979/76-811
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2001/01-332
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2001/01-332
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2001/01-332
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